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siastical... and the archbishops, bishops and other ecclesiastical
judges may proceed as before the making of this Act they law^
fully did or might have done . . .

XXVII. Provided also . . . That in all cases where any
bishop or justices of the peace may . . . require of any subject
the oath above-mentioned, that the lords of the Privy Council
... or any six of them, whereof the Lord Chancellor, the Lord
Treasurer or the Principal Secretary for the time to be one,
shall have full power ... to require the said oaths before-
mentioned of any nobleman or noblewoman, then being above
the age of eighteen years; and if any such . . . shall refuse to
take such oaths, that in every such case such nobleman or
noblewoman shall incur the pain and danger of a praemunire..,

3 & 4 JAC. I.  CAP. V.

An Act to prevent and avoid dangers which may grow by Popish
recusants.

I. Whereas  divers  Jesuits, Seminaries  and  Popish priests
daily do withdraw many of his Majesty's subjects from the true
service of Almighty God and the religion established within
this realm to the Romish religion and from their loyal obedience
to his Majesty, and have of late  secretly persuaded divers
recusants and Papists ... to commit most damnable treasons,
tending to the overthrow of God's true religion, the destruction
of his Majesty and his royal issue, and the overthrow of the
whole state and commonwealth, if God of his goodness and
mercy had not within few hours before the intended time of
the execution thereof revealed and disclosed the same; where-
fore to discover and prevent such secret damnable conspiracies
and treasons as hereafter may be put in  ure by such evil-
disposed persons, if remedy be not therefore provided;  be it
enacted , . . That such person as shall first discover to any
justice of peace any recusant or other person which shall enter-
tain or relieve any Jesuit, Seminary or Popish priest, or shall
discover any mass to have been said and the persons that were
present at such mass and the priest that said the same, within
teee days next after the offence committed, and that by reason
of such discovery any of the said offenders be taken and con-